
ANSWERING THE 
RHETORICAL 
QUESTIONS

TO BE USED WITH RELEASED MARCH 2020 EXAM



PROVIDING 
CONTEXT

• Either finish reading the passage 

or scan the remainder of the 

passage before answering

• Keep the answer general if that is 

what the answer calls for 

(discussion that follows in the 

passage)

• Avoid specific details



ADDING A 
SENTENCE

• Read the two sentences without 

inserting the new sentence

• Ask yourself does there seem to 

be something missing, or do the 

sentences flow together

• Read the sentences with the 

inserted sentence and ask yourself if 

they flow together

• Most common reason sentences 

will not flow ifs if it goes off topic



SETTING UP 
INFORMATION

• Read ahead

• Use the general or specific scale 

as needed

• For setting up information in a 

paragraph you may want an answer 

choice that is a little more specific



REVISING OR 
ADDING A 
SENTENCE

• Once again, read the sentences 

without the additional sentences

• Ask yourself if the two sentences 

flow

• Ask yourself if the sentence that is 

being added is specific and relevant, is 

so add it.

• Always check your answer by 

reading the three sentences together



DECIDING WHERE 
TO INSERT A 
SENTENCE

• Look for clue words in the 

sentence that is to be inserted

• Simply place the sentence in each 

space and look for IDEA and word 

FLOW



ACKNOWLEDGING A 
POTENTIAL 
OBJECTION

• Understand the main point or 

initial claim in the question

• Ask yourself what answer choice 

would argue this point, weaken this 

claim, refute the argument, etc.



ACKNOWLEDGING A 
POTENTIAL 
OBJECTION

• Understand the main point or 

initial claim in the question

• Ask yourself what answer choice 

would argue this point, weaken this 

claim, refute the argument, etc.



CHOOSING TOPIC 
SENTENCES

• The majority of the time, you will 

go back and look to the previous 

paragraph and make sure IDEAS 

transition

• Inverse umbrella

• Look for key words in the 

portion of the sentence that can't 

be changed

• Make sure to read/scan ahead



REVISING 
OR ADDING 
A SENTENCE

• Once again, read the 

sentences without the 

additional sentences

• Ask yourself if the two 

sentences flow

• Ask yourself if the sentence that 

is being added is specific and 

relevant, is so add it.

• Always check your answer 

by reading the three 

sentences together



PROVIDING A 
TRANSTIONAL IDEA 
BETWEEN SENTENCES

• Scan/read the sentences without 

the middle sentence

• This is just really adding a 

sentence-but with this type of 

question, you know you have to add 

one, you just have to decide which 

one

• Look for key words that make 

the sentences FLOW


