
STRATEGIES FOR 
THE SAT READING 

SECTION



Understand the Reading Section's Format

▪ Understand the timing: You have 60 minutes to answer 47 questions based on 5
passages.

▪ Be familiar with the four genres: literature, science, history, and social science.
▪ Literature passage will always come first.

▪ There will be one science, one history, and one social science. One of these three genres will be 
repeated in the form of a double passage.

▪ Be familiar with the types of questions:
▪ Big Picture

▪ Little Picture/Function

▪ Inference

▪ Vocabulary in Context

▪ Author Technique

▪ Evidence Support

▪ Data Interpretation



Reading Passages Strategically – Three Methods

▪ Method #1 - Skim the Passage First - To skim effectively, just read the 
introductory paragraph, conclusion paragraph, and first and last 
sentences of each body paragraph.

▪ Method #2 - Skip Straight to the Questions – Allow the questions to 
guide your read.

▪ Method #3 – Read the passage in full. If you’re both a quick and 
thorough reader, you might be able to pull this off without any problems



Hybrid of Methods Two and Three

▪ Take a quick glance at the one or most often two vocabulary in context 
questions.



Don't Ignore Passage Introductions

▪ Introductory blurb contains valuable information, and if you skip it, you 
could miss out on easy points.

▪ At the very least, passage introductions give you context for what you’re 
about to read so you aren't too confused about who’s who or where the 
passage is set.



Look for Direct Evidence

▪ Though questions on SAT reading may sometimes seem subjective, the 
reality is that you should always be able to find direct evidence in the 
passage or chart you are referencing to support your answers.

▪ Even inference questions, which ask you to look beyond the literal facts 
in the passage, will be backed up by logical deductions that can be made 
from the evidence that is presented.

https://blog.prepscholar.com/inference-questions-on-sat-reading-6-strategies


Tackling the Evidence Based Questions

▪ .



Interact with the Passage - ANNOTATE

▪ No right or wrong way to annotate

▪ Research based and proven to improve comprehension

▪ Underline, circle, symbols

▪ Write in the margins
▪ Key words

▪ Phrases

▪ BRIEF summaries



Get Interested in the Passage!!!!!!!

▪ Treat this as a learning experience, not a chore, and you’ll find it much 
easier to remember what happened in the passage.

▪ If your brain is in “wow, interesting” mode rather than “blah, blah, just 
have to get to the questions” mode, you’ll have a more pleasant 
experience on the test and a better time answering the questions overall.


